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Notice of Retraction of “Effect of Four Crystalloid
Cardioplegias on Immature Rabbit Hearts During
Global Ischemia”, Asian J Surg 2006;29(2):79–85
It has recently been brought to our attention that an arti-
cle published by Drs Yunqing Mei, Hua Liu, Cun Long,
Bangchang Cheng, Shangzhi Gao and Dayi Hu from the
Department of Thoracic Cardiovascular Surgery, The
Affiliated Tongji Hospital of Tongji University in Shanghai,
China, in the Asian Journal of Surgery 2006;29(2):79–85,
titled Effect of Four Crystalloid Cardioplegias on Immature
Rabbit Hearts During Global Ischemia bears striking simi-
larities to an article published in 1989 in the Journal of
Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery 1989;97:856–63, titled
Protection of the Immature Myocardium During Global Ischemia.
A Comparison of Four Clinical Cardioplegic Solutions in the
Rabbit Heart by Drs Kempsford and Hearse.
These two articles have been circulated among the
Associate Editors of the Asian Journal of Surgery, and we are
unanimous in believing that Dr Mei et al’s work consti-
tutes plagiarism. The editorial office of the Journal has
been in communication with Dr Mei, and, after due delib-
eration of his response, have decided to uphold our original
assessment.
The issue of plagiarism arises when a researcher takes
material directly from another published article as his own
without proper acknowledgement of the original authors.
There may have been minor differences in the methodology
of the two experiments, but it is obvious that significant
portions of Dr Mei et al’s article, particularly in the abstract,
introduction, presentation of results, discussion, and con-
clusion, are identical to Kempsford and Hearse’s work. The
scientific validity of the data did not detract from the fact
that an act of plagiarism has been committed.
This is a serious matter in breach of international pub-
lication and research ethics and constitutes scientific mis-
conduct. Such acts have repeatedly led to severe criticism
from the scientific community and cannot be tolerated by
the Journal and its readership.
As a result, the Asian Journal of Surgery will officially
retract Dr Mei et al’s article. We have also informed Dr Mei’s
institution of this incident, and have imposed a sanction
on him and all his coauthors on future submission of
articles to the Journal.
This is a regrettable incident, and I would like to 
reassure our readers that the editorial office will take 
all necessary steps to prevent a similar occurrence in
future.
To our readers,
Professor Stephen W.K. Cheng
Editor-in-Chief
Asian Journal of Surgery
